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The faculty senate met January 15, 2005 during the UNM-Taos Spring Faculty Orientation meeting

10/15/2007 11:17 AM

The faculty senate met February 17, 2006. The senate members in attendance were: Theresa Green, Renee
B.Gutierrez, Kate O’Neill, Gary Cook, Jim Schlarbaum, Debbie Ragland, and Joel Whitehead. Our
president, Renee Gutierrez called the meeting to order.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. However, the minutes should have named the “Faculty
Assembly” as the faculty body who were present at the prior meeting. The minutes have been corrected.
Jim Schlarbaum gave the treasurer’s report. The only expenditures were related to lunch for the local
AAUP meeting. We discussed using the funds to pay a stipend to an editor to review our handbook. The
amount of $500.00 was set as the upper limit for the stipend.
The first order of business was the Faculty Handbook. Theresa received no comments or updates from
faculty members. Therefore a motion was made and seconded that the handbook be approved by the
senate. The next steps are a) to forward the handbook to the Dean and Executive Director and b) to have
the handbook reviewed by a professional editor. Renee will forward the handbook to Jim Gilroy and Dr.
Chavez. Kate will contact some candidates to do the editing.
We were reminded to support and complete classroom evaluations for this semester.
Joel reminded the senate that Title V funds end September 30, 2006. Title V has helped fund the Faculty
Orientation and TEI sessions, so we need to think about other funding sources to keep the events going in
the future.
Kate announced that Tom Shaw was president of our newly formed chapter of AAUP.
Joel informed us that several Learning Communities have been initiated for faculty development.
More will be distributed via email.
Retention awards for faculty were discussed. Dr. Chavez would like to recognize faculty who consistently
achieve high retention in their classes. Although the senate supports this concept, raw statistics on retention
rates can be misleading. Therefore, the senate will recommend to Dean Gilroy that each Academy Head
nominate faculty from their departments to receive the awards. Theresa will pass on this recommendation to
Dean Gilroy.
The student government elections were discussed. We were reminded to encourage all of our students to
vote.
The selection of a new Provost at main campus was discussed. One candidate, Reed Dasenbrock, has been
extremely supportive of our Taos Branch so the senate would like to formally pass this information on to the
main campus selection team. Gary Cook will draft a letter stating this on behalf of the Taos Faculty Senate.
Our next meeting will be Friday, March 17, 2006 at 8:30 in the Picuris room.
The last semester meeting will be April 21.
Theresa Green
Faculty Senate Secretary
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